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Philadelphia’s population change

Philadelphia’s population rose 
every year from 2007 through 
2020. But since the pandemic, its 
population has fallen, according to 
the Census, because of fewer 
immigrants coming to the city and 
more residents leaving.

In 2022, the population dropped 
with more than 22,000 residents 
from the previous year.
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Philadelphia continues to be 
a majority minority city. The 
greatest change is that 
the Hispanic and Asian shares of 
the city’s overall population have 
almost tripled.

A more diverse Philadelphia
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A more diverse Philadelphia 

The largest percentages of the city’s 
foreign-born residents have roots in 
Latin America (38%) and Asia (35%).

In 2021, foreign-born residents made 
up 15% of Philadelphia's population. 
This is an increase from the pre-
pandemic figures of 13.8%. 

This is the highest it's been since the 
1940s. 
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More Philadelphian’s have a bachelor’s degree

For the first time, more than a third of 
residents ages 25 or older have a bachelor’s 
degree or higher.

The national rate was 35% while 
Philadelphia's rate was 34.8%, equating to 
210,847 residents.
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The number of jobs grew each month 

for the year of 2022, having added 

30,000 jobs by the end of the year.

Philadelphia had an unemployment 

rate below 5% for the final four 

months, something that had not 

happened in at least a decade.
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Philadelphia’s job market 
showed strong growth
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Education and Earnings, 2021
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48% of high school 
graduates matriculated

Philadelphia's high school graduation 
rate was 70% for the class of 2021. Of 
students who graduated high school, 
48% matriculated to college the 
following Fall.
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Median household income increase 

Philadelphia's median income rose by 
$5,425 from 2019 to 2021. Despite 
this the median income was lower 
than those of other comparison cities 
except Cleveland and Detroit.
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Median household disparity exists

Despite the median income 
rising, there are still disparities 
among race and ethnicity, White 
non-Hispanic households made 
twice that of Black or African 
American households.
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Little change in median household 
income for lower- and middle-income 
households

Median household income had changed 
little for households making middle and 
lower income. Upper income households 
grew by 22%, while middle income 
households and lower income 
households grew by 13% and 6%.
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Deep poverty and poverty have changed slightly in Philadelphia

The poverty rate reached its 
lowest point since 2000 and 
remained well below its peak in 
2011.

Yet Philadelphia's poverty rate 
remains high, where 350,602 
residents remain below the 
poverty level.
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48.9% of renters remain cost-
burdened in Philadelphia

Cost Burdened – whether a household 
is spending more than 30% of its 
income on housing - is a common metric 
used by the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development to 
measure affordability.

The share of cost-burdened renters in 
Philadelphia fell from 2010 to 2021 –
from 59 percent to 49 percent, roughly 
the national share at 47.4 percent.
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Growing number of cost-burdened renters in
North Philadelphia
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Eviction filings increasing

Eviction filings in Municipal Court’s 
landlord tenant court increased by 
111% from 2021 to 2022.
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Housing Vouchers/Credit increases, 
housing units decreases

In recent years, more housing 
vouchers and more Low-Income 
Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) units 
have been available. 

At the same time, the number of units 
owned by the Philadelphia Housing 
Authority has declined slightly, as 
have project-based Section 8 units.
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Increasing median home sale prices, 
particularly in ZIP codes with comparatively 
lower home values
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Public benefit enrollment increased 
from 2019 to 2022

Percentage of residents lacking health 
insurance, 7.2% was the lowest since 2017.

Due to pandemic-related federal relief efforts, 
states were permitted to allow recipients to 
retain coverage under Medicaid and the 
Children’s Health Insurance Program even if 
they no longer met most eligibility 
requirements.

As of April 2023, Philadelphians must reapply 
annually for Medicaid.
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Infant mortality rate continues to 
decline

The infant mortality rate declined over 
the decade, yet Black infants were 
nearly four times as likely as infants of 
other races to die before the age of 1.
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Nearly 18,200 Philadelphians died in 
2020, this is almost 3,900 more than 
in other recent years. 

Despite homicides reaching a record 
high, heart disease continues to be 
the leading cause of death and has 
been the leading cause of death for 
the city, state and country for over a 
decade. 

Leading Cause of Death 



Major and violent crimes 

Property crimes rose by 47% since 
2020 and this is driving the increase 
in major crimes. 

Robberies are more likely to happen 
with a gun. There was a 58% increase 
in robberies with a gun from 2020 to 
2022. 
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Homicides and shootings in Philadelphia
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Philadelphia reported 516 homicides 
in 2022, an 8% reduction from the 
previous year but still one of the 
highest annual totals on record.

Shootings have also slightly 
decreased but the current figure is 
still at historic level.
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Jail population

In 2022, the Philadelphia jails had an 
average daily population of 4,429-
this is a 50% reduction since 2013. 

$10 million in grants from MacArthur 
Foundation along with other City 
efforts have a concerted and 
collaborative effort to decrease the 
jail population.
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Public service employment 

We can note that since 2020 there 
has been a rapid decline in police 
employment. 

This is not unique to the police 
department. We can note that there is 
also a sharp decline in City employees 
overall.
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311 Service request 



2023 State of the City 

34

Capital budget spending

In 2022, Philadelphia allocated $3.86 
billion to capital projects. One third of 
that budget was for the City’s Water 
Department ($1.2 billion). 

The second largest share was for 
streets ($874 million). 
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City tax revenue 

The FY 2020 budget was drafted 
before the Covid-19 outbreak. For FY 
2023 wage tax went down to 41.3%

There were other streams of revenue 
that assumed bigger roles: sales tax, 
real estate transfer tax, business 
income and receipts tax, and real 
estate tax. 
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City transit ridership still down

Change in ridership from 2019 to 
2022 was:

- -48.4% for SEPTA City Transit 
Division

- -59.9% for SEPTA Regional Rail

- -56.2% for PATCO High Speed 
Line
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Air travel returning

In 2020, the Philadelphia 
International Airport reported a 
decrease of more than 21m 
passengers. 

Although passengers increased in 
2022 there was still a gap of more 
than 7m passengers as compared 

to pre-pandemic.
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Amtrak ridership declines by half

Philadelphia had 2.97 million fewer 
trips in 2021 as compared to 2018.

New York and Washington DC 
experienced the greatest loss in total 
trips. 

All northeast corridor Amtrak hubs 
saw a decline of at least 50%.
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Traffic fatalities historically high

From 2011 to 2021, overall traffic 
fatalities increased by 53% and 
pedestrian deaths rose by 50%.





Questions and discussion

Contact us:
Donna Frisby-Greenwood dfrisbygreenwood@pewtrusts.org
Katie Martin kmartin@pewtrusts.org
For more, visit www.pewtrusts.org/stateofthecity

mailto:dfrisbygreenwood@pewtrusts.org
mailto:kmartin@pewtrusts.org
http://www.pewtrusts.org/stateofthecity
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