
To: Susan Sherman      April 7, 2020 
From:  Ann Torregrossa  
Re:  Issues low-income people will face to Receive Stimulus Funding Payments 

 
The $2 trillion Coronavirus Stimulus law can result in much needed tax-free payments to lower 
income Philadelphia individuals and families, but many will need assistance to be able to realize 
those payments.  It can also mean an infusion of hundreds of millions of dollars to the 
Philadelphia economy if the City mobilizes to help residents qualify for these much-needed 
funds. 
 
Who Qualifies for the Payments? 
The law provides: 

• $1,200 for a single adult and an additional $500 for every dependent child under the 
age of 17 for those with incomes under $75,000 a year.   

• $2,400 per couple and an additional $500 for every dependent child under the age of 
17 for those with incomes under $150,000 a year.  

• Those on Social Security, SSI, TANF, unemployed , homeless and those living abroad 
could qualify for these payments if they meet the above income limits. 1 

 
How to Qualify for These Payments? 
These payments can be available to anyone who is a lawful resident,  has a Social Security 
number and meets the above income levels.  No application is needed for anyone who filed a 
2018 or 2019 IRS tax return or receives Social Security.  IRS will base payments on gross 
adjusted income on the 2019 IRS tax returns, or if not filed yet, on 2018 returns and Social 
Security records.   IRS will direct deposit these funds into the person’s bank accounts used for 
tax refunds/SS checks or if not available, IRS will send a check to the address they have.  Thus, 
higher income residents with wages who have recently filed IRS returns or do not receive Social 
Security have to do nothing to receive these Stimulus payments.  This is not the case for lower 
income residents, including SSI recipients.  Those resident that do not have a Social Security 
number and/or have not recently filed a tax return or receive Social Security will need help to 
be able to receive these much-needed Stimulus payments. 
 
The Impact the Stimulus Funds Could Have on Lower Income Philadelphians 
 
Philadelphia has the highest percentage of its population (26%) living below the poverty line of 
any of the ten largest cities in the country, as well as the highest percentage of its population 
living in deep poverty (12.3%), living with income half or less of the poverty level.  The Stimulus 
payments could be an incredibly important cash infusion to help reduce debt and improve the 

 
1 Lower payments on a sliding scale are available for: 
-an adult with incomes up to $99,000 a year,   
-for couples with incomes up to $198,000 and  
-a couple with two children with incomes up to $218,000.   
 



quality of their lives.  For instance, a family of three living in deep poverty with incomes less 
that $9,669 could qualify for $1,200 for the mother and an additional $500 for each of the two 
children for a total Stimulus payment of $2,200, representing over a 20% increase in income. At 
a minimum these payments could result in a 10% increase for those with income levels below 
the poverty level.  Although many of those  with incomes below the poverty  probably have 
Social Security numbers to be able to receive SNAP or other public benefits, they probably have 
not filed, nor were they required to file, tax returns in the last few years.  This probably is the 
case for many of the 412,00 Philadelphia residents who have income below the poverty line. 
 
Actions Needed to Qualify Low Income Philadelphians for Stimulus Funds. 
To receive Stimulus payments if one has not recently filed an IRS return, one needs to have a 
Social Security Number and file a 2018 tax return. 
 
Social Security Number 
About 50% of the homeless and those leaving prisons have no Social Security number, the first 
requirement to receive a Stimulus payment.  Some have lost their SS cards, don’t remember 
their number and will need to contact the Social Security Administration to retrieve their 
number.  This can be difficult at this time.   
If a person does not have a SS number, a birth certificate must be obtained to prove identity 
and then and then an identification card from PENNDOT.  To obtain the ID card, the person 
must prove their identity with the birth certificate, their residency and pay $31.50 with a check 
or money order to PENNDOT. The Department of Health has recently waived the $20 fee for PA 
birth certificates for the homeless or persons receiving opioid addiction treatment , but it 
requires an attorney’s signature for the application.  All others must pay the $20 fee to get their 
birth certificate.  If a person was born in another state, it can be even more difficult.  This cost 
and application process can be a barrier to those needing a SS number, and as a result can keep 
them from qualifying for a Stimulus payment, SNAP, MA and other benefits. 
 
File a Tax Return for 2018  
IRS has directed that those who have not recently filed an IRS return will need to file a tax 
return for 2019 or complete a form that has not yet been developed, even if they had no 
income that year, to be able to receive a Stimulus payment .2    IRS will not allow electronic 
filing of the 2018 IRS form, so it must be printed, filled out and mailed to IRS as condition to be 
eligible for Stimulus payments.  
 

 
2 IRS directs people to go on Tax Slayer to find the IRS forms  
https://www.taxslayer.com/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Google_Desktop_Brand_Ex
act_General_Prospecting&utm_term=tax+slayer&c3api=7029,66070580310,aud-620186840092:kwd-
297044802441&utm_campaignid=1628896297&utm_adgroupid=66070580310&utm_feeditemid=&utm_targetid=
aud-620186840092:kwd-
297044802441&utm_loc_interest_ms=&utm_loc_physical_ms=9007269&utm_matchtype=e&utm_network=g&ut
m_device=c&utm_devicemodel=&utm_creative=329905984308&utm_keyword=tax%20slayer&utm_adposition=&
gclid=Cj0KCQjwsYb0BRCOARIsAHbLPhF6Kungk3jPqEoq0zIC1gDaMRWoJ3PA0OJjsDEppOdsNyRy9IWnvK8aAhupEAL
w_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds 



These steps may well be beyond the capabilities of the 412,000 Philadelphians, who live below 
the poverty line and who could so benefit from these payments, if they could some how 
overcome these hurdles to qualify. 
 
Positive Economic Benefit of Funding Assistance to Help Low Income Residents Qualify for 
Stimulus Payments.  
Fifty three percent (53%) of Pennsylvania household have incomes under $50,000.   This 
includes 608,233 households.  If these 322,000 households could receive the help to qualify for 
Stimulus benefits it could  generate Stimulus payments of at least $708 million dollars, which 
would greatly help them and the Philadelphia economy.   
 
Conclusion 
 
It is important to our lower income residents and to the Philadelphia economy to fund and plan 
to support nonprofits helping lower income Philadelphians qualify for Stimulus funding 
payments. 
 
 
 

 
 


